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The Hong Kong Institute of Accredited Accounting Technicians 
Limited is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Hong Kong 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (the only statutory 
licensing body of accountants in Hong Kong). Incorporated 
in 1988, the HKIAAT is the only local organization that is 
committed to the advancement of Accredited Accounting 
Technicians (AATs).
 
Its principal activities are the awarding of the Accredited 
Accounting Technician qualification through conducting 
professional examinations, offering premier member 
and student services, accrediting relevant sub-degree 
qualifications and promoting the study of accountancy 
among sub-degree holders and secondary school students.

The AAT professional qualification provides a practical 
skills-based approach to acquiring knowledge of 
accounting, combined with methods and techniques that 
you can apply directly at work. 

With AAT qualification, you can prove to employers that 
you are well equipped to handle a diverse range of 
accounting tasks professionally.

Persons aged 16 years or above may register as 
HKIAAT students for taking the AAT Examination.  It 
consists of eight papers covering various aspects of 
accounting and business:

HKIAAT provides a clear progression pathway for aspiring 
individuals in the accountancy profession through various 
professional examinations and qualifications: 

AAT Qualification About the HKIAAT 

Overview of HKIAAT qualifications

Examinations Targets and Levels

Accredited Accounting
Technician (AAT)
Examination

Operational to supervisory level:
for personnel managing
all-round accounting tasks

Professional Bridging
Examination (PBE)

Supervisory level:
for AATs who have potential and
aspire to become a professional
accountant

AAT Examination – Knowledge 

* Exemptions are available for students who have studied relevant
qualifications. Please refer to the HKIAAT website for details.



AATs can further develop their career by taking the 
Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) which qualifies 
them to register as students of the Hong Kong Institute 
of CPAs' Qualification Programme, leading to a CPA 
designation.

AATs are recognized by the Civil Service Bureau for their 
appointments to various posts such as Assistant Taxation 
Officer and Tax Inspector II in the Inland Revenue 
Department. 

Under our reciprocal membership agreements, members 
of the HKIAAT can apply for membership of UKAAT, AAT 
Australia and the New Zealand Institute of Chartered 
Accountants' College of Accounting Technicians, which 
enable them to connect with more than 100,000 AAT 
counterparts worldwide. 

HKIAAT membership

Progression opportunities 

Professional assessment aims to develop AATs' ethical 
values and ability to deal with professional issues.  It 
covers areas such as ethics, structure of the accounting 
profession and current non-technical issues facing the 
accountancy profession. 

Professional assessment - values

After the completion of AAT examination and professional 
assessment, candidate need to complete one year of 
full-time relevant accounting practical experience to 
become an associate member. 

After successfully completing all three stages, you can 
apply for associate membership of the HKIAAT. On 
acceptance you will be designated as AAT and become 
entitled to use the following initials after your name as an 
indication of your professional status.

The AAT qualification opens up several paths to further 
progression in your accounting career:

Practical experience – skills

Professional qualification 

Government's recognition

Universities' recognition

International recognition

The AAT qualification has received recognition from the 
Open University of Hong Kong and Edinburgh Napier 
University. AAT graduates are eligible for an advanced 
standing of 55-75 credits for entry to the BBA (Hons) in 
Accounting and other programmes offered by the Open 
University of Hong Kong Lee Shau Kee School of Business 
and Administration and to apply for direct entry to the 
BA (Hons) Accounting (Hong Kong), a self-funded top-up 
degree programme offered by Edinburgh Napier University 
in collaboration with CityU SCOPE. It is also one of the 
accredited programmes of the HKICPA.

*Advanced standing is available for AAT holders.

*Five years after attainment of Associate Membership.
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Exemption
available

*Exemption from maximum of 8 papers of AAT Examination and Professional Assessment. 
  最多豁免財務會計員考試八張考卷及專業評核。

Important dates ߬ࠇˀɥ

AAT Examination and PBE
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Articulation pathway in accountancy ผ߮ਿพჀઅப

June Session 㗆

31 January ᷧ㛯ᷰ⌨ᷧ㗌 15 July ᷪ㛯⌨ṻ㗌

31 March ᷰ㛯ᷰ⌨ᷧ㗌 30 September Ṅ㛯ᷰ⌨㗌

December Session ⇿ᵊ㗆

Student registration deadline ⨶䏝壹⁈ヨ㨠㒣㗝

Examination enrolment deadline ⛯仁ヨ㨠㒣㗝


