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Versatile AAT 

Starting out on the right foot 

 Name:  Cindy Ma 
Title:   Audit Junior 
Company:  Willis Cheng & Co. 

 

 

 

 

When Cindy Ma first selected accountancy as her subject of study at the Hong Kong Institute of 

Vocational Education (IVE) three years ago, she had no idea that she was setting off on a path to 

a career with such bright prospects. 

 

"I was rather clueless at that time," Cindy said, "I was not exactly sure what my studies would 

bring me, but looking back, I now know that I was fortunate to get off to a good start in a promising 

industry." 

 

Cindy’s supervisor and colleagues at the accounting firm where she worked as an intern while 

studying at IVE had all encouraged her to gain a professional qualification in accounting in order 

to propel her career forward. "So, it was a natural choice for me to take on the AAT Examination 

and Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) offered by the HKIAAT, as the examinations offer a 

clear pathway for me to become a Certified Public Accountant (CPA)," Cindy explained. 

 

Thanks to her Higher Diploma course, Cindy was able to obtain a full exemption from the AAT 

Examination and was admitted to the PBE directly, completing it in just one year. She also 

distinguished herself by emerging as the top student of Paper II on Management Accounting and 

Finance in the June 2015 session. 

 

The flexible structure of the PBE, which does not require attendance at classroom lectures, is 

particularly helpful for students like Cindy who have a day job to contend with. Cindy says of this, 

"I could focus on my work during the weekdays and spend weekends on my examination 

preparations." She also added, "The work and study actually complemented each other, as the 

wide-ranging and comprehensive scope of the PBE is highly relevant to the day-to-day work of an 

accounting or auditing professional." 

 

On many occasions, Cindy felt that she could readily make good use of her examination 

preparations at work, while she could also take issues that she ran into at work as a basis for 

further studies. Cindy said that an obvious example would be that she has benefited tremendously 

from the skills and knowledge that she acquired from preparing for the PBE’s Paper I on Financial 

Accounting at her day job. "With an understanding of the Hong Kong Financial Reporting 

Standards, I found that it is a lot easier to draft a financial report for clients now," she said. 
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The PBE also allows students to set their own pace of study. For someone like Cindy who is a 

little more aggressive, the four papers could be completed in the space of one year. "It is a huge 

advantage that you have the flexibility to choose when to study for the exams. This lets you juggle 

between work and study, which is especially helpful for people in our industry, where there are 

successive tax deadlines." Cindy said. 

 

Cindy’s hard work has clearly paid off. Not only did she complete the PBE with flying colours, she 

has also received compliments from her supervisors on her outstanding work performance. "You 

gain more confidence as you become more familiar with the tasks at hand, and then you realise 

that you are capable of doing more." She added, "The PBE has also enhanced my curriculum 

vitae, as I can prove to potential employers that I am dedicated to the accounting profession with 

the goal of attaining the CPA qualification." 

 

Looking forward, Cindy has set her sights on gaining more experience at work, rather than 

pursuing a university degree, in the coming two to three years. As she has already enrolled on the 

Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA)’s Qualification Programme (QP), 

she is busy with preparing for an examination that will take place this coming December. 

 

Cindy’s tips for students 

 

It takes effective strategies to manage your studies well and to come out on top in the 

examinations. Here are some tips from Cindy: 

 

� Know your own strengths: The first thing to do is to assess what you are strong at and weak 

at, so that you can allocate time and resources wisely.  

 

� Seek help if needed: There are courses out there that can offer some help if you are really 

pressed for time. Of course, you could always turn to colleagues and friends who are also 

sitting the examinations. 

 

� Start early: It is important to prevent experiencing bottlenecks during the crunch periods at 

accounting firms, so be sure to start early. 

 

Cindy Ma's study and career path 

2012 – 2014  Higher Diploma in Accountancy from the Hong Kong Institute of 

Vocational Education (Haking Wong) 

Aug 2014 Completed the AAT Examination with full exemptions 

 

Dec 2014 – Jun 2015 Completed the Professional Bridging Examination 
(Top Student in Paper II "PBE Management Accounting and Finance" in 
the June 2015 session)  

Aug 2014 – Jul 2015  Audit Assistant at Alex So & Co. 

 

Aug 2015 – Present Audit Junior at Willis Cheng & Co. 

 

Present HKICPA's Qualification Programme student 

 

 


