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Versatile AAT 

Equipped for success 

 

Name:  Ruby Ding 
Title:   Officer, Accounts Department 
Company:  Union Alpha C.P.A. Limited 

 

 

 

For Ruby Ding, the Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) is not simply another professional 

examination but represents solid training for Qualification Programme (QP) and her career.  

 

What are your current duties as an Officer in the Accounts Department? 

 

My responsibility involves keeping track of clients’ accounts, such as managing payments, 

helping clients with taxation matters, and answering their enquiries. At the moment my team 

has three staff and I work predominantly with six clients. As you can imagine, balancing my 

duties can be challenging at times! Occasionally my colleagues and I have to work at our 

clients’ office, perhaps one day a week.  

 

Tell us a bit about the process through which you attained your credentials. 

 

I completed a Higher Diploma in Accountancy at the Hong Kong Institute of Vocational 

Education in 2009. The diploma offered me full exemption from the AAT Examination, which 

meant I could move straight onto the PBE. Thanks to the scholarship granted by the HKIAAT, 

after I applied for my exemption from the AAT Examination I enrolled onto the PBE for free. 

Completing the AAT Examination did not just allow me to climb up the professional ladder; it 

also helped me move to degree level, since I was admitted to the bachelor’s degree at the 

Edinburgh Napier University as an AAT graduate. I studied the degree programme and took the 

PBE concurrently. After one year, I moved onto the HKICPA’s QP. 

 

Do you see any advantages in the path you have chosen to attain your credentials? 

 

Definitely. As I said, I completed my PBE during my time at university. I was able to apply a lot 

of my course knowledge to PBE. My fellow students and teachers also gave me a great deal of 

support by sharing their knowledge. The teachers even organised after-class tutorials with us in 

their spare time! So, the degree studies helped me a lot in completing the PBE. 
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Taking the PBE was very helpful as training for my QP studies. The PBE is theoretical in nature, 

and builds a strong foundation of accounting knowledge. The QP, on the other hand, has more 

case study questions, although the format was pretty much similar to that of the PBE. I got 

through the QP smoothly mostly as a result of all the practice I had with the PBE! 

 

You completed your QP while you were working. Was it difficult juggling work and study? 

 

There were certainly times when I had to sacrifice my personal leisure time in order to study. 

Luckily, my company is very supportive in helping us pursue professional qualifications. We 

can take time off for studying and for sitting the examinations. I began preparing for the 

examinations three months in advance. I mostly studied at weekends, as my weekdays were 

fairly packed. As the examination dates drew closer, I took revision courses to familiarize 

myself with the requirements and format of the examinations.  

 

Have any of the examination modules been helpful to your work? 

 

I found PBE Paper IV – Business Law and Taxation to be particularly helpful in my current 

position. I have to handle my clients’ taxation affairs and the knowledge from Paper IV gave me 

a sound training in common scenarios that I come across. The PBE is a good way for 

accountants to get a solid grounding in accountancy basics, and I feel that I have been able to 

take up my duties quickly because of the PBE. 

 

Now that you have qualified as a CPA, what future plans do you have for your career? 

 

I am planning to study a Master’s programme in the near future, perhaps in Corporate 

Governance or another related field. It is important to keep expanding my field of knowledge as 

I accumulate work experience. As I become exposed to more clients and take on more 

challenging duties, I have to make sure that I am well equipped to handle any tasks that come 

my way. I have been interested in mathematics and accounting ever since in secondary school, 

and I look forward to working upwards in this field in the foreseeable future! 

 

Ruby Ding's study and career path 

2007 – 2009  Higher Diploma in Accountancy from Hong Kong Institute of Vocational 

Education (Chai Wan) 

2009 Completed AAT Examination with full exemption 

 

2009 – 2010  Completed PBE 

 

2009 – 2011  BA (Hons) in Accounting from Edinburgh Napier University 

 

2011 – present  Officer of Accounts Department at Union Alpha C.P.A. Limited 

 

2011 – 2013  Completed QP 

 

2013 – present  Member of the HKICPA 

 

 


