
 

Employer in the spotlight 

 

AAT – a valuable skill-based training 
 

 

Carrie Leung, accounts manager at a long-established publishing company, says 

that the AAT qualification equips her staff with the skills they need to keep pace 

with the ever-changing accounting standards, and this brings real value to the 

company.  

 

Can you tell us about your company's core business? 

Sinminchu Publishing Co. Ltd established in 1946, specializes in the importation of 

newspaper and magazines. We also publish and distribute these publications in 

Hong Kong.  

 

What is your role in the company? 

I am the accounts manager and I oversee all the company’s administration and 

financial matters. Currently, we have four staff in our department. Since we have 

different subsidiaries focusing on different businesses, each of our team members 

is assigned a subsidiary and handles all the financial matters pertaining to the 

particular subsidiary. These matters include accounts payable, accounts 

receivable, book-keeping and financial reporting. 

 

What do you think of Jannette’s work? 

Jannette joined us in 2005 and has performed well since then. She handles the 

full set of accounting for one of our main subsidiaries. She is very meticulous and 

patient – qualities which I believe are essential for any accounting personnel. She 

can handle all her tasks independently notwithstanding there are occasions where 

she seeks my advice in dealing with some complicated issues.  

 

What do you think of the AAT qualification? 

The AAT qualification offers a good opportunity for young people to taste different 

aspects of accounting. It is also a good qualification for junior accounting 

personnel wanting to progress to a supervisory level. AAT is a comprehensive yet 

not too difficult qualification for beginners to pursue in the industry. From the 

performance of Jannette, who has put so much effort into attaining the AAT 

qualification, I believe that students could learn a great deal through taking the 

AAT Examination. Moreover, since our company is a long-established one and 

many of the staff are veterans, it is good for Jannette to bring the latest financial 

knowledge to the team. I am impressed with her determination in acquiring the 
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qualification.  

 

Have you seen any change in Jannette's job performance since completing 

the AAT Examination? 

Yes indeed. When she first joined the team, she was not experienced and she did 

not know enough to handle a full set of accounts. But now she is doing a great job 

and can handle nearly all her tasks independently. After she passed AAT 

Examination Paper 7 "Financial Accounting", I was very pleased to see that she 

developed a new and more efficient way of handling the accounts. That's why the 

company has been very supportive of Jannette's decision to pursue further 

education. We approve her leave application right away whenever she needs to 

prepare for the exam. 

 

What do you think about Jannette's future career development? 

I can see great potential in Jannette. She has acquired all the basic accounting 

knowledge from her preparation for the AAT Examination and Professional 

Bridging Examination and is now gearing up for the Hong Kong Institute of CPAs' 

Qualification Programme (QP). With these exams and qualifications behind her I 

am sure she will have a bright career path. What she needs to learn currently is 

mostly work experience and exposure to different accounting tasks such as 

auditing, compliance, etc.  

 

Within the company, we definitely envisage Jannette taking up more important 

roles in future. As our company's core business continues to shift from trading of 

printed media to other diverse products, there will be some new challenges for 

Jannette which could broaden her exposure in the industry.   

 

What are the qualities do you look for when recruiting accounting 

personnel? 

Competence is the most important quality. We look for candidates who possess a 

recognized professional qualification such as AAT which shows that the 

applicant's competency is up to industry standard. Numerical sense is also 

important for any accounting personnel. Moreover, we look for mature individuals 

who can work both independently and as a team player.  

 

 


