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Versatile AAT 

Determined to fly high 

 

Name:  Darren Man 
Title:   Accountant 
Company:  Peter W. H. Ma & Co. 

 

 

 

 

If dedication is an essential ingredient for success, then Darren Man definitely has it in 

abundance, based on the stellar results he has achieved in both his school and professional 

examinations. A recipient of the HKIAAT scholarship for the year 2011–2012, Darren revealed 

that he first set his sights on becoming an accounting professional while he was still at school. 

This dedicated young man is now well on the path to becoming a Certified Public Accountant in 

the near future. 

 

Having first completed an Advanced Diploma in Accounting Studies in 2012, Darren then 

completed both the AAT Examination and the Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) in fairly 

quick succession over the following two years, all while working full-time in a local accounting 

firm. 

 

“It was not easy to cope with my studies while working full-time,” Darren confessed. “It is 

important that you have the right mindset and the right solutions in place,” he said. “The reward 

for doing so is substantial, as I can see firsthand how I have benefited from the broad-ranging 

curriculum of the AAT Examination and PBE,” Darren said, adding that he has found that 

subjects such as business law, accounting software and even business communications are 

very helpful in his job. 

 

Darren believes that developing an interest in any subject that you study is the key to success. 

His first-hand experience has convinced him that examination preparations become more 

manageable when there is an urge to learn more and to raise the bar for oneself. It’s all about 

going back to the basics, he reckoned. “I was never afraid to make mistakes and ask a lot of 

questions in class,” he said. “I believe that this attitude has not only helped me to overcome 

many challenges during study but also to win trust from my superiors at work.” 

 

One useful tip that Darren found particularly helpful is to form study groups with classmates or 

even colleagues. “We could leverage each other’s strengths to speed up the revision process, 

and working in groups could be very productive as the workload is shared.” 
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Passing the QP examinations is Darren's goal for the next few years, and he is determined to 

broaden his horizons whenever he can. “I read a wide variety of books, from accounting 

standards to business strategies, and even English grammar books. I can spend hour standing 

and reading a book in a book store. I think this has helped me tremendously in beefing up my 

professional knowledge, as well as improving my language skills in general,” Darren explained. 

“All of these subjects are relevant and beneficial to my work and studies.”  

 

While he is currently hard at work on the path to become a CPA, Darren said that one of his 

career goals is to explore opportunities for working at the Inland Revenue Department. “I think 

it would be a good career move for someone who is immersed in accounting and auditing,” he 

added.  

 

Outside of work, Darren keeps busy by playing table tennis with his girlfriend on a regular basis, 

as he is a strong believer in good health being the prerequisite for achieving great things in life. 

 

 

Darren’s tips for students 

 English is key: The knowledge and skills in accounting are undoubtedly important for 

professionals in the field, yet the ability to write effectively in English could propel you from 

being good to great. This is especially true at the PBE level, where English can make all the 

difference in good financial accounting work. 

 

 Unity is strength: Consider forming study groups with classmates or even colleagues in 

your examination preparations. You could leverage each other’s strengths to speed up the 

revision process, and working in groups could be very productive, as the workload is shared. 

 

 There is no shortcut: As the saying goes, “hard work beats talent when talent fails to work 

hard.” 

 

Darren Man's study and career path 

 

2010 – 2012 Advance Diploma in Accounting Studies from Hong Kong School of 

Commerce 

 

2011 – 2012 HKIAAT Scholarship recipient 

 

2012 – 2013 Completed AAT Examination  

 

2013 – 2014  Completed Professional Bridging Examination 

 

2013 – 2014  Audit Trainee at Peter W. H. Ma & Co. 

 

2014 – present  Accountant at Peter W. H. Ma & Co. 

 

Present HKICPA's Qualification Programme student 

 

 


