
 
T/Dialogue                                                                               Jun 2014 issue  

 

 

 

Copyright©  2014 Hong Kong Institute of Accredited Accounting Technicians            

Versatile AAT 

A practical way to achieve success 

 Name:  Tang Tsz Hang 
Title:   Audit Junior 
Company:  Eddie M.T. Ng & Co. 

 

 

 

 

Tang Tsz Hang found that the AAT Examination and Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) 

to be a quick and budget-friendly option for him to learn and achieve his career goals.  

 

What are your daily duties in your present position? 

 

I am working in a small CPA firm, so I am responsible for almost all tasks that come to my team. 

On a typical day I might be preparing audit documents, managing schedules, and responding 

to clients’ questions. Normally I have to handle the accounting matters of six companies each 

month. Although this may sound like a lot, most of them are dormant companies, so the duties 

are not as strenuous as they may seem. Once in a while, I also need to travel to Mainland 

China to oversee stock-taking.  

 

You studied by yourself for both the AAT Examination and PBE, and managed to finish 

them in three years. How did you allocate your time? 

 

I was working while studying for the examinations, so I generally studied during the weekend. 

Luckily, I studied Principles of Accounts during matriculation, and this gave me a strong 

foundation for my AAT Examination studies. The formats of the PBE and AAT Examination are 

quite similar, so I did not find the transition to PBE too difficult. I took two examination papers at 

each session; this was the right schedule for me as a self-study working adult. I also found that 

familiarizing myself with past papers helped revise more effectively. 

 

Why did you choose to take the AAT Examination and PBE? 

 

I had wanted to join the accounting profession since secondary school as I believe that 

professional accountants have good and stable career prospects. After matriculation, I 

searched for alternatives for further education. The HKIAAT examinations impressed me 

because of their flexibility and comparatively low cost. I am glad that I chose this rewarding 

path to develop my career. 

 

In comparison with the further education option, taking the AAT route allows me a higher 

degree of flexibility as I can study at my own pace. This meant I can progress at a speed I am 

comfortable with. If I were taking classes, I would have to attend lectures regularly and keep up 

with schoolwork, which could be more difficult to balance with my job.  
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Another factor I considered was cost. Taking the AAT route is a less costly option as the fees 

are minimal and I only had to purchase study materials and past papers. I saved even more 

money on my PBE as I merely borrowed the reference books from the library. After completing 

the AAT Examination, I went on to study for an accounting diploma at HKU SPACE. As the 

AAT Examination allowed me an exemption from some of the subjects of the diploma 

programme, I have saved considerable time in attaining the academic qualification. The AAT 

Examination is really a good way to pursue your goals within a modest budget! 

 

Have the AAT Examination and PBE helped you in your career? 

 

A prerequisite for my current job was to complete the AAT Examination and PBE. My employer 

encourages myself and my colleagues to broaden our knowledge. Quite a few of my 

colleagues have taken or are taking the AAT Examination and PBE. We have a good culture of 

learning at my company. We exchange study tips and strategies to help one another pass the 

professional examinations.  

 

In terms of the syllabus contents, some of the AAT Examination subjects have been particularly 

useful to my job. The materials from AAT Examination Paper 5 "Principles of Taxation" and 

Paper 8 "Principles of Auditing and Management Information Systems" were useful during the 

audit processes I was working on. It is very important to have a solid foundation in the subject, 

instead of simply copying documents prepared from the year before! 

 

What are your current goals? 

 

I have just finished one module of the Qualification Programme (QP) offered by the HKICPA. I 

have not set a rigid deadline for myself, so I will just take the other QP modules one by one. 

After completing the QP, I may try to pursue other opportunities in commercial organisations, 

but nothing is certain yet. To me, accounting is full of challenges and I hope to learn more 

about this exciting profession.  

 

Tang Tsz Hang's study and career path 

2008 

 

Form 7 graduate 

 

2009 – present  Audit Junior at Eddie M.T. Ng & Co. 

 

2010 – 2012  Completed AAT Examination  

(Top Student in Paper 8 “Principles of Auditing and Management 

Information Systems” in the December 2011 session) 

 

2012 – 2013 Completed PBE  

 

2011 – 2014  Advanced Diploma from HKU School of Professional and Continuing 

Education  

 

Present Student in the HKICPA Qualification Programme 

 

 


