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Versatile AAT 

Studying for knowledge and success 

 Name:  Fan Chow 
Title:   Accounting Manager 
Company:  Daiwabo Hong Kong Company Limited 

 

 

 

The benefits of examinations extend far beyond the professional qualification they confer. For 

Fan Chow, Associate Member of HKIAAT, studying for the HKIAAT examinations has armed 

her with all-rounded accounting skills to handle every kind of scenario, especially in small and 

medium enterprises which require multi-tasking. 

 

What are your responsibilities in your current position? 

I am an Accounting Manager in the newly established Hong Kong branch of a Japanese 

garment manufacturing company. As we are still recruiting accounting staff, I am solely 

responsible for all aspects of my company’s daily accounting operations, from journal entries, 

MPF, salaries, insurance to taxation matters. In addition, I have to present analysis reports and 

financial statements periodically.  

 

Your employer is a Japanese company, how do you think Japanese companies differ 

from locally run businesses? 

In my opinion, Japanese companies tend to be more meticulous, with a strict adherence to 

rules and regulations. Every detail must be accounted for, and records have to be prepared in 

observance to the correct procedures, with attention paid to even the most minor steps. Also, 

ethics is very important to my employers, and I think in this sense, the Japanese have a great 

respect for accounting as a profession.  

 

As you are helping to recruit accounting personnel, what characteristics are you looking 

for? 

As I mentioned, Japanese companies pay much attention on details and have a low level of 

tolerance for mistakes. So, we will focus on whether the accounting personnel are attentive to 

details and be patient enough to check the work done. Also, we place large emphasis on the 

reliability and ethics of staff as the tasks involve financial issues.  
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What made you decide to take the AAT Examination and Professional Bridging 

Examination (PBE)? 

I initially heard of the AAT Examination from friends. Before I worked in accounting, I have 

worked in various positions for three years. The duties involved some simple accounting tasks, 

such as basic bookkeeping. Since I already had an idea of the basics, I decided to take the 

AAT Examination, as the qualification would be an advantage for future employment. This 

proved to be true, as my current employer told me they were impressed with my dedication to 

the accounting profession by continuously taking professional examinations! 

 

Were the knowledge attained from the AAT Examination and PBE useful for your job? 

What parts were particularly applicable to daily situations you encountered? 

I definitely think the knowledge attained from examinations helped me in work. They laid a 

strong foundation of accounting principles and standards for my daily works. Studying for the 

examinations gave me an opportunity to understand why certain processes are done the way 

they are. As mentioned, I am working in a new company which required setting up an 

accounting system. With the knowledge from HKIAAT's examinations, I could handle this task 

independently while avoiding mistakes that laymen might make.  

 

I found the Business Law and Taxation papers in both AAT Examination and PBE very useful 

for my job. As my employers are from Japan, they have no knowledge about the law and 

taxation system in Hong Kong. I have to help them with filling in forms and dealing with the 

Inland Revenue Department and Companies Registry. Also, by understanding the principles of 

auditing, I am capable to communicate with auditors and conduct the accounting works to their 

standard. My employer is pleased by my professionalism that we do not need to seek the 

advice from an external consultant.  

 

As you were working a full-time job, how did you manage your time when studying for 

the examinations? 

I did not find the examinations particularly strenuous. I took some preparatory courses for the 

AAT Examination and studied PBE on my own. I studied most intensively a month before the 

examinations, usually on weekends. Most of the time I worked on past papers to familiarize 

myself with the format and requirements. I am lucky that my employers were very supportive of 

my studies.  

 

What are your goals in terms of study and work for the coming years? 

I am taking HKICPA's Qualification Programme (QP) and have completed one module. I found 

that PBE helped me a lot in preparing the QP. Thus, I have confident that I could complete QP 

within two years. In the meantime, I hope to use the knowledge I have gained in the 

examinations in my everyday job, benefitting my employers as best as I can!   
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Fan Chow's study and career path 

 

--- 

 

Bachelor of Management from Jinan University (Guangzhou) 

 

2005 – 2007  

 

Non-accounting position in various industries 

 

2007 – 2010 Completed AAT Examination with Paper 1 exempted 

 

Jul 2007 – Oct 2011 Accounting Manager at trading and manufacturing company for 

stationeries  

 

2011 – 2012 Completed PBE  

 

Oct 2011 – May 2012 Accounting Manager at trading and manufacturing company for 

electronic components  

 

2011 – Present Associate Member of HKIAAT 

 

May 2012 – Present Accounting Manager at Daiwabo Hong Kong Company Limited  

 

Present Student of HKICPA's Qualification Programme 

 

 


