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Versatile AAT 

Focus on achieving success, opportunities will come your way 

 Name:  Maggie Ha 
Title:   Accountant 
Company:  Linkco Deep Fryer Limited 

  

 

 

 

 

Having set yourself a clear goal, the next step is to strive to achieve that goal. Maggie Ha, 

Accountant from Linkco Deep Fryer Limited, talks to us about the importance of focusing on 

your goal and achieving it without wasting any time. She took just three years to complete the 

AAT Examination, the Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) and to obtain an advanced 

diploma and a degree qualification. Now, she is heading to HKICPA's Qualification Programme 

(QP) and sees abundant opportunities ahead. 

 

Why did you choose accounting? What drew you to the profession?  

I became interested in accounting primarily because of the good career prospects in the 

profession. I researched various professions, and found that accounting offers the most diverse 

prospects for development. With knowledge in accounting, not only could I develop a career in 

this field – I could also move into other areas such as banking or company secretarial work. 

 

What are the key responsibilities at your current position? What challenges do you face 

in this position? 

My daily work involves all aspects of full-set accounting, from dealing with clients’ account 

payables and receivables to preparing statements and analysis. It requires all-round 

accounting knowledge and skills, which studying for the AAT Examination has given me. 

 

Since I had no previous accounting work experience before my current employment, I initially 

found the work to be quite challenging. Handling practical work is very different from what I had 

learnt from my study books. However, I was able to pick up the skills I needed and an 

understanding of accounting systems in a short time, using the knowledge I had acquired from 

studying for the AAT Examination as the backbone and applying it to practical situations.  

 

Does PBE help with your current studies for the Qualification Programme and with 

pursuing new career opportunities? How do you apply what you have learnt at work? 

Having studied PBE is definitely helpful in terms of my studies for the QP. Taking the subjects 

of audit and financial accounting as examples, the structure is similar in both QP and PBE; it is 

just more advanced in QP. PBE is therefore very good practice and preparation for QP.  
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After completing the AAT Examination and PBE, I received more positive feedback when 

sending out my CV with many more opportunities from potential employers. I am now able to 

demand a higher salary because of my qualifications. 

 

At work, the knowledge I have learnt can best be applied in making judgment calls. In various 

aspects of financial accounting, such as the filing of receipts and other accounting and financial 

records, I am able to spot any errors or inconsistencies right away, as well as determine 

whether a certain way of dealing with such records is the most ideal and suggest alternatives if 

it is not. These skills I believe are firmly based on the solid grounding of knowledge that I have 

acquired through my studies. 

 

You obtained very good results both in the AAT Examination and PBE. What is your key 

to success in examinations? Do you have any advice for current students? 

I believe the key is constant and repeated practice. In accounting it is not enough to just read, 

study and understand the concepts. You have to put them into practice in order to truly learn 

and be proficient. The best way to do so is by practicing with past papers. Personally, I 

practiced past papers many times over to make sure that I was completely familiar with the 

concepts involved. 

 

It is true that such methods mean you need to make more effort and spend more time on your 

studies. However, as we are no longer young secondary school students, the fact is we have 

little time to waste. I think in following the path to qualify as an accountant one should not 

unnecessarily prolong the process. I chose to focus on my goal and took the shortest route 

towards it. There will certainly be time to enjoy the fruits of success later, but now is the time for 

hard work. You simply cannot rely on luck – you can only rely on the effort you make. My 

choices of undertaking the AAT Examination and PBE were a right ones to help me achieve my 

goal at a fast pace. 

 

What difficulties have you faced while juggling work and studies? How did you 

overcome these difficulties? 

As both my studies and job were very demanding, I found that I had to enforce very strict time 

management on myself. I think it was good practice to dictate down to the hour what I should 

do every day so that I could be certain that I was not only on schedule with my studies, but also 

to ensure that I was getting sufficient rest and relaxation. 

 

What are your future plans? 

I plan to complete the Qualification Programme as soon as possible. After that, I will pursue 

career opportunities at larger accounting firms. 
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Maggie Ha's study and career path 

 

2009-2011 Obtained Advanced Diploma in Accounting from the 

Hong Kong School of Commerce (2-year part-time) 

 

2010-2012 Completed AAT Examination with an exemption from four papers  

 

2011-2013 Obtained Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Accounting & Finance 

 

2012-2013 Completed PBE  

 

2012 Top student in PBE Paper I "PBE Financial Accounting" 

 

Present Student of HKICPA's Qualification Programme 

 

2012-Feb 2013 

Mar 2013-present 

Assistant Accountant at Linkco Deep Fryer Limited 

Accountant at Linkco Deep Fryer Limited 

 

 

 


