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Versatile AAT 

AAT pathway – A lucid goal towards the CPA designation 

 

Name: Andy Chan 

Title: Audit Assistant 

Company: Alex So & Co. 

 

 

 

  

 

Andy Chan, a young and passionate AAT, demonstrates his determination to become a CPA 

via the AAT route. By doing so, he completed Accredited Accounting Technician (AAT) 

Examination and Professional Bridging Examination (PBE) in one go in 2012. Let's read about 

his hard-working experience of achieving this lucid goal. 

 

Why did you choose accounting? What draws you to the profession?  

I did not go into accounting until after secondary school. At first it was primarily my interest in 

mathematics that got me started. After talking to my sister who was already working in the 

accounting field back then, and doing some research on my own, I decided that accounting 

would be the suitable subject and career for me. And that is how I began my accounting 

studies at Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education (IVE). 

 

Can you tell us more of your work experience? What are your key responsibilities at 

Alex So & Co.? 

It is my first full-time accounting position at Alex So & Co. I joined this company as an audit 

assistant in August 2012. My responsibilities involve a variety of areas, including general 

accounting, auditing, taxation, as well as company secretary. I work with several other juniors. 

As our firm is a small-and-medium practitioner, I have the opportunity to touch upon multiple 

areas within a relatively short period of time since I was employed. 

 

How did you learn about the AAT qualification and why did you decide to undertake the 

exams? 

I have been looking for information regarding professional qualifications in accounting on my 

own since I began my studies. IVE also introduced us to the pathways to becoming a certified 

public accountant. One such route introduced was the AAT qualification. After conducting some 

further research online, I found the AAT Examination to be a good starting point for my career 

in accounting. It offers a fast and foreseeable path towards qualifying with the Hong Kong 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA), and it seems that it is the most suitable and 

fastest track for me. 
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After graduating from my diploma programme in May 2012, I took an aggressive approach to 

going through the AAT Exam and PBE within the same year. I got exemption from four papers 

of the AAT Exam and managed to complete the rest of four AAT Exam papers in the June 

session and the four PBE papers in the December session. 

 

What have you learnt from studying for the AAT Examination and the PBE, and how do 

you apply what you have learnt at work? 

I find most, if not all, of what I have learnt and studied for the exams ultimately are applicable to 

my daily work in one way or the other. The technical knowledge included in the syllabus is both 

informative and practical. In particular, I find myself referring to audit procedures, concepts, and 

accounting standards that I have learnt in areas such as Paper 5 "Principles of Taxation", 

Paper 7 "Financial Accounting" and Paper 8 "Principles of Auditing and Management 

Information Systems" from time to time at work. 

 

As a newbie to the job market, how has the academic and professional qualification 

helped you in your early professional life? 

The Diploma that I have studied for has been very useful and influential to start off my career in 

accounting. My studies have provided a good basis for my later and more advanced studies for 

the AAT exams and the PBE. 

 

In addition, I was an HKIAAT scholarship recipient in 2011-12. It has also been a big 

advantage for me in the job-hunting process. At job interviews, not only did prospective 

employers recognize the AAT qualification and appreciate such a scholarship, I was also able 

to elaborate clearly on my plans and commitment after graduation. 

 

What difficulties have you faced while juggling work and studies? Do you have any 

advice for current students? 

At the outset of my professional life, I was faced with having to prepare for four papers of the 

AAT Examination. There is no denying that part-time studies exert a considerable amount of 

pressure on everyone. I find myself constantly facing the challenge of having to reserve 

sufficient time for studying as well as resting and sleep. This of course also means that there is 

less time for entertainment. 

 

My advice for studying for the exams is to start your preparations early. Start by looking at the 

syllabus of the exam and figuring out what is required of you. When doing revision, I always try 

to be as comprehensive as possible, but at the same time really spend time focusing on areas 

that are the most important, as well as the ones that I am weak at. 

 

What are your future plans? 

I will be starting my studies for the HKICPA Qualification Programme (QP) this year. I am 

planning to take up short courses to prepare for the exams, and I hope to qualify as a CPA 

within two years. 
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Andy Chan's study and career path 

2005 F5 graduate 

2010-12 Diploma in Accountancy at Hong Kong Institute of Vocational 

Education (Haking Wong) 

2011-12 AAT Scholarship recipient 

Jun 2012 Completed AAT Examination Papers 5 – 8 (with four papers 

exempted). Top student in Paper 7 (Jun 2012) 

Dec 2012 Completed PBE. Top student in Paper IV (Dec 2012). HKICPA's 

Qualification Programme scholarship recipient in December 2012 

August 2012 - Current  Audit Assistant at Alex So & Co. 

 


