
 

 

Versatile AAT 

 

Embarking on the path to success 
 

 

It is usual for a person to take some detours before dedicating themselves to a 

career. All of us may go through a process of searching and re-evaluation. Chan 

Ka Lok tells us about his commitment towards the accounting profession evolved 

after his working holiday in Australia.  

 

Why did you choose accounting? What drew you to the profession?  

I first started studying accounting during my secondary education. Upon 

graduation, I went on to pursue a degree in geography, which was an interest of 

mine. However, it quickly became clear that it would not be easy to find a job that 

suits my interest. In fact a lot of my classmates ended up going into other areas. 

So I decided to try my hand at accounting as it offers a stable and professional 

career. 

 

Tell us about your work experience. 

Prior to working at my current company, ANDA CPA Limited, I spent four years 

working as accounting assistant at a jewellery manufacturer. Back then, as I had 

no professional experience in accounting, I mainly played a supporting role and 

assisted my superior in various accounting tasks such as preparing financial 

statements and handling accounts payable and receivable both here in Hong 

Kong and at the company’s factories in mainland China. 

 

In ANDA CPA Limited, a large proportion of my work involves accounting tasks, 

such as handling clients’ accounts and financial statements and sometimes 

answering clients' enquiries on accounting and taxation issues. During peak 

seasons, I help out our firm’s auditing team with their work. 

 

You spent two years in Australia on a working holiday. When and why did 

you do this? What did you learn from that experience? 

I went to Australia after quitting my previous employment. At that time I felt a lack 

of direction and wanted to experience more of the world while I was still young. 

These reasons propelled me into taking the working holiday. I worked on farms 

there. Although my work was mainly manual labour, the experience was a 

valuable lesson which made me become more independent. Also, my English 

skills and general communication skills improved significantly. On returning to 
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Hong Kong, I was more mature and got to realize my career goal – i.e. becoming 

a CPA. 

 

How did you learn about the AAT qualification and why did you decide to 

undertake the AAT Examination? 

I was first introduced to the qualification by my best friend, who was a secondary 

school classmate of mine and is a CPA. He told me that as a non-accounting 

graduate, one way to becoming a CPA would be going through the conversion 

programme in order to be eligible to the Hong Kong Institute of CPAs' Qualification 

Programme (QP). Alternatively, I could choose to go through the AAT Examination 

and get into the QP by passing the Professional Bridging Examinations (PBE). 

Since the latter route is more economical and could help me build a stronger 

foundation, I made up my mind to follow this and began my studies in 2009.  

 

What have you learnt from studying for the AAT Examination, and how do 

you apply what you have learnt at work? 

I find that all knowledge from AAT Examination and PBE can be really practical 

and helpful in real-life situations, especially the taxation knowledge from Paper 5 

and the financial reporting standards learned from my studies for Paper 7. This is 

primarily because the examination questions in these two disciplines largely 

resemble problems that accounting personnel encounter in their day-to-day work.  

 

Although you are a non-accounting graduate, you passed both the AAT 

Exam and PBE with flying colours. Do you have any advice for current 

students? 

I think it is really important to make a timetable for your exam preparation. 

Personally I would make a timetable 2-3 months before the exam and set out 

various goals I would like to achieve at each point in time. Another thing that is 

also obviously very helpful for exam preparation is doing past papers. I would 

recommend students go through as many of them as they can. 

 

In general, I think students often overlook the importance of solving problems by 

themselves through reading books and reference materials. I truly believe that you 

can learn the most if you attempt to solve any problems or questions first by 

yourself before seeking help. 

 

 

Chan Ka Lok's study and career path 

2000-03 Obtained a bachelor’s degree in geography from the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong 

2003-07 Accounting assistant at a jewellery manufacturer 

2007-09 Working holiday in Australia 

2009-10 Completed eight papers of AAT Examination (top student in 

Paper 7) 

2011 Completed PBE (top student in Paper III) 

2010-current Semi-senior accountant at ANDA CPA Limited 

 


