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Heibi Tsang talks about how she found her vocation after an eye-opening exchange 

experience in Canada. This made her chose to study accounting at SHCCC and led 

to her finding the benefits of the AAT qualification.   

 

What made you go to Canada? What did you learn there and how did it affect 

your choice of studies and career? 

I was a science student in secondary school and I had never studied accounting 

before. Back then, I did not have any particular target for my studies or career. My 

HKCEE results just met the minimum requirement for matriculation study. However, 

instead of studying Form Six, I took a gap year and went on an exchange to Canada 

as I wanted to seek new challenges, broaden my horizons, and explore the world 

while I was still young.  

 

During the course of my one-year exchange in Canada, I took all Grade 12 

(equivalent to Hong Kong Form six) courses plus a special course in career studies. 

This career studies and leadership course changed me a lot! The course and the 

learning atmosphere transformed me. Before taking this course I was an introvert and 

a passive person. Now I dare to ask and fight for what I want. The career study class 

included different seminars and talks introducing the characteristics of different 

professions; career orientation tests were also provided for students. That’s how I 

found my genuine interest in a career in accounting.  

 

Why did you choose to study accountancy in SHCCC? How did you hear about 

the AAT qualification? 

Back to Hong Kong, I had undertaken some research and found that accounting 

personnel are in high demand since every business needs accounting services. 

SHCCC has a good reputation for its learning culture and school ethos, which I felt 

suited me.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

I heard about the AAT qualification from my teachers. On listening to them, I realized 

that the AAT is a “must have” qualification for three reasons: 1) it is well recognized 

among employers; 2) it would enhance my competitiveness; and 3) it provides an 

excellent articulation pathway, which is vital to me since I plan to take a top-up degree 

after graduating from my diploma studies. I also plan to take the Professional Bridging 

Examination (PBE) simultaneously as this provides an accelerated route for entry to 

the Hong Kong Institute of CPAs’ Qualification Programme (QP), giving me another 

competitive advantage over the others when I graduate from my degree.  

  

As a recipient of the HKIAAT Scholarship from your school, do you have any 

study tips which you can share with us? 

When the Vice-Principal of SHCCC told me that she had nominated me for the award, 

I felt flattered. This really means a lot to me! My diploma programme is designed in 

accordance with the eight papers of AAT Examination. Upon completion of the 

diploma programme, I could be exempt from six papers of the AAT Examination. I 

have already completed the two remaining papers – Papers 5 and 7 – during this last 

year at the first attempt, and passed with distinction. In my opinion, paying attention in 

class is ten times better than post-lesson revision. It is not just the amount of time you 

spend in study that counts, but also the quality of your study time. Having a thorough 

understanding of the topics is also very important. I used to apply theories to many 

case studies. Of course, having an interest in your studies and determination to 

succeed are the two major factors to achieving good results.  

    

Which subject did you find the most interesting or challenging? 

Out of the various subjects I took, I found business law to be the most interesting. Just 

like accounting, the law applies everywhere. For instance, even a concert ticket is a 

form of contract. I also find financial reporting really challenging as one needs to 

understand the interplay between different standards.  

  

What are your future plans? 

In the coming year, I will apply for the scholarship offered by Edinburgh Napier 

University. If I succeed, I will go to England to study for two years. Otherwise, I will 

enrol in the top-up degree programme in Hong Kong or the degree programme 

offered by Hong Kong Baptist University. I hope to be able to finish all four PBE 

papers in December 2011 so that I could start my QP studies next year. And in my 

career, I would like to become an auditor.  

 


