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Iris Kwok, senior lecturer at HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education 

(HKU SPACE), tells us the reason why she gave up a promising career in an 

international commercial bank to become an accounting teacher. She talks about 

her teaching philosophy and her views on the AAT qualification.     

 

Tell us about your professional qualifications in accounting. 

I obtained a bachelor’s degree in accounting and finance and a master’s in 

business administration (MBA) in Manchester Metropolitan University and Aston 

University in the UK. After my graduation, I stayed in the UK and worked for a 

government department for around two years before I returned to Hong Kong, 

joining an international bank. 

 

How long had you worked in the banking industry? Why did you change 

from a promising banking career to the education field? 

I spent about five years in commercial banking. I was the manager-in-charge of 

the accounting department, handling different compliance requirements from our 

head office and authorities, such as Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the Inland 

Revenue Department, and prepared reports for them. However, being a teacher 

had been my aspiration for long time. In my postgraduate studies in the UK, I 

worked as a teaching assistant at the university. When I returned to Hong Kong, I 

kept teaching part-time for different tertiary institutes. When I thought I had already 

accumulated enough experience in the commercial sector, it was time to realize 

my dream and I decided to give teaching a serious go.  

 

Tell us about your teaching at HKU SPACE. 

I have been working for HKU SPACE for 10 years and am responsible for teaching 

different levels ranging from part-time short courses, higher diplomas, degrees 

and even post-graduate level. I mainly teach financial accounting, tax and 

strategic management accounting. I also help organizing different student 

activities, such as study tours and career seminars, with an aim of broadening 

students’ horizons and fostering holistic development in them.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you persuade your students to study and to join extra-curricular 

activities? 

I always encourage my students to form study groups so as to share and 

consolidate their knowledge, and most importantly, take ownership of their studies. 

Such self-initiatives are important in my teaching philosophy; there is an English 

saying, “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.”  

 

I also encourage students to seize internship opportunities and join competitions 

like the HKIAAT Accounting Case and Business Competition. These activities help 

them apply their knowledge to the workplace and to real-life business situations. 

This promotes a high level of understanding of academic knowledge.  

 

Do you recommend that your students attain the AAT qualification?  

Definitely! I recommend students acquire the AAT qualification in order to stay 

competitive in the job market after graduation. Moreover, I highly value AAT as a 

cornerstone for future success, be it in academic studies or career development. 

The eight AAT papers test various knowledge, such as in accounting, finance, 

information systems, business law, and communication skills: these are all areas 

students will encounter in the real business world.  

        

Last but not least, what are your tips for accounting students? 

The business world is changing everyday, so students should keep their 

knowledge and skills up-to-date. Having a professional qualification can prove that 

their abilities are up to standard. In addition, as I have mentioned before, students 

should seize every opportunity to sharpen their skills by applying concepts to 

solve real-life problems.  

 

 


